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“Someone in the House

HE late lamented Dion Boucicault
once remarked that “plays are
not written-—they are rewrilten.”

T

Goorge c. Ty¥ler, who has produced as

many, if not more, plays than any Amer-
ican producer now living, has good rea-

son to know this. Some of the greateat

successes he ever preduced were so

completely altered after

“try-out” prns‘rm.atinn that they would

finully have been absolutely unrecog-

nizable to the first audiences who wit-

pessed them, “In the D'alace of the

o

nroduced in New York,

for instance, ns eventually

did not contain

version.

af the original

words

“The Man,” when it finaily

roached Wa
the

Squaw
llack's, had only one act of
written., It

Sigter™

a3 originally
“The White
czountiess others.

Mr. Tyler is quite willing to admit,

I1it.‘l‘\‘

was so with and

that his neweat production,
“Somoone the

thief comedy”

however,
M the latess

anil

in Hotuse,

Hpolite {o interest

amuse Hroadway, which opened on
Munday mnight at the Knickerbocker
Theatre, hkolda 8!l records at  all

weights, It has been unquestionably
the most rewritten play in the history
the American theatre, and that it
at last sezams to have found a success-
ful anchorage on Broadway i3 a credit
to the presistence and ablding faith
of Mr, T r; who' always insisted that
its ecentral iden, if properly developod,
wasg what is technically known in the-
atrical parlance as “sure fire.!! The
inside story of the play’s periesiz and
makes mighty interesting

of

evolution
reading.
There were tlose in the enthusis

first night aodience ub Kunleiter:
boeker who scemad sur sed that thae
programnie  cont the vs of

three authors as being respo
“Homeoni thi Fleds [y
Larry Evang, Walter U, Percival and
George 5. Kaofman. Plavas by
thors are common enoogh, bul a play

i WOTe

two nu-

eredited o three—well, that seemned
unusual,

What the audience did not know
was that not three but upward of a

dozen persons had had & hand in the

their firsd

Tor

geomid

“try-oul"  purpoacs. Something |

ba The dramatic |
torest was not stronpg enough, it war |
feit, It was tomporarily elosed. Vie
tor Mapes, a friend of Mr. Hull's and
an assoeinte of the former, worked cut !
an entively new scenario, but Mr, Tyler
folt that it was no improvement on the
eriginal,

Ho applied himself to the task of
reconstruction, ealling in Freaeriek
Stanhope, the stage director. He-
tween them they evolved a number of

fo lncking.

structural changes, ene of which de-|
mutded  the dumping overboard of
Captain Hughes's charmingly written |

conn, Which was all right in itself, but
which v interfered with the |
proner development of the story, |

Av this v they ealled in voung !
Mr. George Kaulmnn, the dramatic|
editor of “The 2 oand the writer
f murh witty eomment un things l||l1-|

serion

e

o

Tame

o
which hus wppeared in recont
To Mr. Kaulman was assigned

ping into sctable shape |
had been made. i

. Kaufman -mp}ic.l himeelf assidu- |
¥y Lo the undertaking, completely
rewriting long stretches of the dm-r
and infusing into it much of t'llull
which i now an essentinl part of
In the mean time Mre, Hull
Fad ebtiined an  engagement with
' Marry ™ ond i B. Warner was
engapged for the leading rdle,

u

logue
vt

the whoele,

Tn its thoroughly revised und altered
farm the piay was produced at the
Bluckstone Theatre, Chivago, lnkt win-
tor, with Mr. Warner as the Dancer. |

It enjoyed a run of cight weeks thera
and seomed to e internzt and
amusement, Homething, however, still
svemed to be lncking.

Accordingly 1ts New York opening
was pul ever until Lhis seazon,  All
iy M , Mr. Kaufmun
wril M. an the
seript, Lhis time with un entiraly new |

ox

long:

Tyler work manu

mind.,  Jimmie DBurke, tha
FikE o turn out to be a de-
tective at the end of the play, and a|
gentlemsn named Hargraves, who liad
always been a figure in the pieee, ‘was
Lo be the real thiel. Top disarm the

audience the clever Mr. Kaufman wrote
i sneech in whieh ono of the char-
shs Uilendenning, the author of
uy within the play, why he didn't
mething new in RIS play, such

" ——

' Wallace Eddinger
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BE, o

(;;-j'ftyfﬂ_,ﬁejg_( -';/ =]
Chrz Jdeo/ dersbaz

By Harriette Underhill

i 5} i ins | O e i vl STl
KnuE a?d r;’natr:m.hf‘? dof S 1 = thieT turn out to ba the Walliee Hddinger ctly the sonme
[0S £T of melodrama.  &n . .
S bl L : , t wats written and spoken | off as Ne i3 on. at wo o not
satiric comedy, and that if all thosze Yot
E 211t . - v br e - : i
arviod sponded to the voeif- : = . mean that he s “a very o SO
COHCE PG ]'“‘! rosp L w | Mr. Warner didn’t like the changs in .
CTEES ;3 tor “Autler! Author! : 3 v manoneithoer are e p vroed, sl
= i i Fratol- tne plday, und sfter s long CUTTEEDOIN- =
= 3 5 ne et = S = - at ] ¥
e ot lfﬂrn}u Sl ho | CTICE begied to be freed from his cap- PrEsent writing, to say that 14 not.
. it =51 Ji- The Etagme 10 T 3 )
Ak iives L i | traets Mro Tyler, whose ‘attention was We do not kaow, Laving seen hin foe
other. HeL e e s £ : ;
Yo enk S anes spae apn merge S0 “”“Plf'e‘) vt i an the picee thub only five minutes Befora he wont on at
v : . it way distracting him from all his | N (el e | then snutel
read two short stories in “The Metio- other astivilies peremptorily teleased the matinec yesterduy and then souich-
sther i i , peremnpto tleas : .
2 n ] by Larry | s : mg n word barp and there botwoen the
politan Magazine S Larey | him and engaged Cyril Keightley for -
Evana. They dealt th the advent.| | : 2 acts,
. 3 tio ¢ idEas e Rty Ihe play then hud a { P e :
ures of a young rein lT"El.l ? ) production at a “try-out” weak in b owas hisofault ; l\x\f'. mol wir
i ul Raf £ i rtal memory. = r the gl bes
dolightful l—.,]u"ﬁes Qi 1"nmn} a ** | Washington, about & month apo. folr “EI ;wr.'r{: the I"I kbl
The tral figure in them wes a | " exlled “Overtur: Bt My,
The ‘een : fﬂu ' = ,¢ | The producer now made an inter-| '1 1‘: g MR ]1 ST,
shvnair thief, poes 1y a love of ; 2 i iy ave 2 chunes to anew
debunair S K | (ha  €Sting discovers. It was thut in pre- '”' i fonel B Skt : ‘T!‘
iventure for its own =ake and By : 5 3 1 y nes a4 wp N5 ny-
“"\,L'; U, o ':I tl ;!.‘ ; Onera | PATIEE fOr his wew “surprise” ending 2 _;‘e q‘“:m;n’ o '
Al gpractes o a letro 1ten ¢ iy ; - 5 faet, he fast had i :
Qs E & ld” “! pf th lp. | the first three acts of the play, which P27 ’l'n A o III 4 I "l‘ ! T'
=e hoxnolder. one of the stories ap i cing o bhefore he
Housn mmul‘ hrt n “;. lice tas)  WeTe originally the weakest, were o ;"-“’ E’E"‘ T I“ '““‘[ SRS A i i
or at was hisz police o ] ¢ 1 dus noand a Zze Lo “Poile
the Dancer (t P gnormously improved bath from the D34 te dush on and apologize ;

played a leading role in on amateur
play given for charity at 8 fashionable
Leng lsland coontry home and used
the opportunity to purlein a diamond
necklace,

Tyler, wressoed with the dr
peszinilities of tha store | ]
to megotinte for the
rirhta, and mut Mr, Evans 'in
ol a consultation with: the
agent, He was drawn to the
the latter's

[ 1l so
aclf attempi the dramutization.

“I ecounldn't write a play,” said Mr. |
Frvans. 1 couldn’t even wrile un in-
termission.” |

“Well, make the trial,™ replied Mr. |
Tyler. “Make the druft of a scenario |

At eny rate”

" Mr. Evans was living at Scranse |
Lake for his health, and near him was |
living an aecquaintance, Walter (.
cival, a young actor, who had = ritten |
& number vandeville e

i"l‘.' 1

of playlets.

culled Mr. Porcival to hils sexistunee |

and the two mapped oul a scensri
|

which wag submitted to Mr. Tyler: 1

liked parts of it and he d
poerts. The central ideu of
mun thief with & flare for romance
well preserved, bt alteration
woaa demanded in certain scence
The scenario went buck to
was altered in ling with
sugeestions and agxin
mitted. This time it was accepted and
the play began to assume shupe. It
was writlen and rewritten many tinics
by the original authors, finally
geemed ready for produetion carly
the fall of 1017, Shelley Hull was in
gaged for the leading rile, u cast was
ized and rehearsaly began.  Ag
progressed it was seen thut there |

caotnd
nt]e=

w

SErious
the uo
M,

]
=k

thurs,
Tyler's

and
1

th

was somothing radieally wrong with
the construetion of tho early puvt of |
the play. The establishment of the
Dancer’s sociul position was not plaus-

ible enough, and there
atructural defoets, An entirely new in-
troductory sceno seemed to be 1
and 1t must be written st once. Mg,
Evans at that time was [l and Mr
Poreival was playing in vaudoville, A
member of Mr, Tyler's exec etnll,

were other

nesdo

Vel

withh no previoms expericnce
wrighting, veluntecrad to 1
the vewriting of vne or two of the un-
important scenes, bhut some one was
needed instanter to write the new |
acelie. |

In this emergency Mr, Tyler called |
on his friend, the novelist-playwright,
Captain Rupert Hughes. The latter sat
up one entire night and entirely re-
wrote the Introductory scens, which
was laid in & New York club, filling it |
with the graceful and witty diuld
for which he

t'l

i4 fumous.

‘e
pLhe

| ome

L atized

L joys of the play,

consideration of dramatic interest and
comody. The ending, which was in the
play quite the best thing in
the picee, was now in the new
link.

Reightlew didn't like the new

original
version
weakest
endine
i sigmeds: In sh

desperation
York apening

Naw

with

in the face having

¥ gabuusted the lst of pos
soamongr the “Teatared” players,
deciied te intrust the leading rile to
tobert MHudson, a4 personabla young

juvenile who had been eppeaning in
of the smaller réles and who had
won newspaper meullon everywhere
for his Nkable persunality.

He now called in iwo of the best
known “play doctors™ in Ameriea
Brandon Tynan and William H. Posy,
bath of whom have hud & hand in the
recon=tyuction of dozens of pleys with

|never & line of ecredit on the nro-
grumme. The pieve wrs booked in
| Arentoy for single night prior to its |
presentation st the Rnickerboeker,
There was 0 arsal on the nighy
provious wl astod nntil 4 oteloek in !
Lthe Fhe ew setopp of an-
thors d in the theaire until

aftor 1 olclock alterations,

iking

Wohion the 8 pluyped that night |
LEVOTY e imous In 8EseTting |
that the e which &t all mili-|
| tated wouinst its certain suecess was |
the last net.

And so, ut u ¢ouvention of all the|
nuthors conceried in Mre, Tyler's of- |
fice the following morning, a ll‘.ll)t.'un=
Lo rostore thy originel ending of tha |
vriginal play was unenimous!y adopted |

by a rising vote! |

turn
and Tom Har-
to find out
“syrprise” ending
yoursels

Jimmis Burke docan’t
detective
)L'\I.li
vriginal
It

it

Soonow
oal b
graves—well,

thu
vou
Incidentally

for i

have

about

whet Heu

muy boe mentioned in
i Kaufman hus dram-
Duleinen, Franklin .
Adums's well known lady friend. She
ts played Yy the vivacicus and fusci- |
nating Lynn Font: und she scatters
all re stage from the |
moment of her fivet entrance. Also, in-
Aly, Mro Baufmen sccomplished
st overnight, having been told to
nothe pury of Mrs,

T

PUSSTIE

Captain

bromides aver

Glenden- |

ing"™ before Miss Fontanne reported
fur her fivst rehearsal. In the originsl
version  Mrs,  Glendenning was &

shudowy flzure, Now zhe ix one of the |

Certain erities have |

sald that 1L was Hermions who has
been dramatized. My, Kaufmaen whnl.-s!
to give credit to F, 1, A, He fnsists]
that it s Duleliivs,

Finully, it may be mentloned that up
to its New York opening the play wa |

In th form the play was produced _: culled “Ameong Those DPresent.” Thal
with Mr. Shelley Hull us the Duneer in now  title is & contribulion of Mr. |
Bichmond, Norfolk and Fhiladelphis dynan's

| Btanee,

 Gumph

for lite ‘8t her party, b
took her a box of candy and she wasn't
nesrly g0 mice ahout accenting
apology as we had bhoen,

What we started out to say
before we

heing only

his

intervanted ours

Walleer Fddin
the sumé whoet
to fuce or nerass ol
Elvi geathanprent T

“As you Kunow," Eddinger, "uet
ing 1= mgell Jike Writing, and being
patorel iy tha moest I thine-in
the worid. No doubt N oyou slartod

to write all sorts of people who k

nothing about it =aid to vou, Tuast be
nntural.’ That. toe, is the advica of
walt yaeanieve noreans to young aclors,
and it sounds so simple.

A sumelimes vou have an added
hiandieap. You don't know whether

vou are being patural or net. For in-
in that second net, Lerpy
Guamph might have reneted in so mus
different ways,

Now 1 want vaur opin.

fon-as te the way 1 nlay that socond
| met.”
Was this subile flattory, we svon-

dered, oy riirl Mr. Eddingor really want

It wash it il ‘bt p
ant Lo be asked Tor &n opinion
end sets and the way they @ »]u:.u]
and we deterniined fo muka h.._- diseus-

cur opinion?

S00-

slon lust az long ws possible. We had
plenty of time now, for Mr. Eddinger
Ldidn™ o on in the thivgd aet until niter

Claproy \i:;lldv].‘-;n]‘:'r had had her tile

phone conversation with Rijou Ronc
of Flatbush, ;,mt hatd refused Eh
Erdwurm's hand in marriaee, Wo
Fddinger'a cus ta go on,

seen the play twiee. 1t cama after
Elmer warned Osprey Lhat unl she
married him phe might he &

Ysocial
" ;

pyorrhien,

YT tell yon why that second act

was
eo diffienlt of solution: 1 éoulin't de-
cide liew it should be plaved. Yon soe,

| it happened o long apo that | ean't ve-

maember just how it feels to be urnder

|the stimulos or the gedative influence

of ‘one's first drinl. And tlen & VeTY
good young man would probaiily ot ba
at all ohnoxious, even when he vz in-

toxicated,

“People who drink are gel
ing suve to themselve
fgnred wut
would make

dum HI 5=
vind T hal Hoy

& pursen whoe
troulle,

n=

rever VEFY muceh

| no matter what his condition might be.
| S0 my conduct gave me &5 much con-

cern a8 1t did Penr] i

iz,
“Not only in the szecond sact, bhut in
(81l of the acty, the .»ychuims}- of

Gumph was 1ot so simple & mutter, It
wouldn't do to have him tou nolished;
I neither did T want him to be tuo |1m'
fnoramus, 1 tried o
| shipping elerk who hal
and another suit and o
purtly paid for o
a week,"”

It seemed to us as though Martin

an

L ithush

et

s
e,

"h s
s L S
i R

dma Jane -

Corme @ﬁf 5

nSQorz I7a

5 £ Z-rﬂ"_,vf .Da:z-@u:)f P @ exms Exouman, e,
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Birown, who wrote the comedy of me-, that Leroy Gumph belongs to Wallace

in Greemprint and BEast New: Bddinger. tnougin f the nlay's  ‘he
; ing 1 ropily hu rs to Marti
1oty had not only put inte the mpuths l.h'”l"" RN E BlanEe st Ak
‘s : = ] Brown,
I.l g eharaet T8 Somo of the Tunnicst ITowever, wo do not believe that any
linew we ever lizstened to, but that he ather getor could make Léroy quite
had  drawn dofinite. characters weh a pathet o feurs tn thi beds il 1
NI e s - F '
it con u.hl no: WL owritten seene at the end where ha
‘ it th course, it is one thing epologizes to Pearl for the peuecity of
wone mtroducrd 19 W prrsen  vin 4 his presents, which, to guote Ada
tript and quite another thicg to  7.,. Lare “more intrinsic than cestly,”

meet him on spnosite sides of the foot
Hehits,

And

which we

we enjoved so much the tears
shed over this that we stole

duwn into the first entrance to see him

And 1t 4 almost impossible for
yman Lo separate an actor from

S0 we snall econtinue to feel do it all over again,
— i
New Plays This Week
MONDAY - At the Lyceum Theatre, Otis Skinner in “Hampty-Dumpiy,” n
fonr-act eomedy Ly Morace Annesley Vachell, presented by Charles
Frohman (Ine). Mr, Vaechell is an Erglish playwright, who s wel]
down in Americs as the suthor of “Quinneys;” “The Lodger” and “The

Case of Lady Camber,” Mr, Skinner’s role in the pow piece will be that
of & Bairdressor. Ile will be surrounded by a company that will inelude
Elizebeth Riadon, who won suceess last season in () Bernard Shaw's
“Misallianee™ and in “Seven Days' Leave; Beryl Mercer, who iy re-
membered for her splendid performance as the old Iady in Barrie’s
“The Old Loady 8howa Her Medals”; Ruth Rose, Maud Milton, Clars T.
Br Fleming Ward, Morton Selten, Robert Harrison, Ernest Elton,
Willium Eville, John Rowers and Walter Scott.

At the Comedy Theatre John D, Williams will present Owsear
Wildi's eomedy, “An ldeal Hushand,” The following artista will have
the prineipal réles: Norman Trever, Constance Collier, Julinn L'Es-
trange, Cyril Harcourt and Deatviee Beckley, With the production of

Tdu
ziratedd

nl

Hushand” the new paliey at the Comedy Thestre will ba in-
thut of producing during the coming sepson a suceession of
comedies by an organization whose principal membera swill be Lhoge
pearing in the present rovival,

dafr-
It i5 purposed at the Comedy to follow
thode London theatres whose policy is o frequent chang
i the ehief players to form the nucleus of a res ML compuany,

A

the plan of

the MNew Amsterdam Theatre, *The Girl Bebind the Gun,"” Klaw
& Erlanger’s firay musical comedy production for the season Just be-
The book und lyries are by Guy Bolton and P, G, W odehonge,
anid the musiec is by Ivan Caryll, The econes of the new play are inid
Parig, at the home of a famoua Prench actress.  She has adopted a
iithor the trenehes as her “godson'  IHe ig the cook of his regi-
ity and when the play bogins he is about to pay her his fiest vigit,
tead of the poilu she has adopted, however, arrives a handsonie play-
wright, wio to further a selieme of his own has persusded the friendly
cook to change places with Lim. The complieations that ensye form the
test of the plel. Donald Brian will appear ag tle playwright und Jack
Hazzard a3 the actress’ firtatious husband; Ada Meade will have the
pirt of the aetress, and Wilda Bennett will impersonate the wife of the

Othiers in the cast are John B, Young, Frank Doane, Bert
a Francis, Virginia O'Brien and Cissio Sewell,

ginning.

in

plaviwright,
Bx
At the llarria Theatre, “Some Night!" o musiea] enmedy hy
Lelf, presented by Joseph Klaw. Musie, lyries and hook are hy
Delf,  The production in stoged by Julinn Mitehell and W, 1.
The cast i3 hended by Forvest Winant and Roma June, Others
vist are Charles Welsh-Homer, Camilla Crume, Grace Edmonds,
Simon, Thomas H, Walsh, James @, Marlow
Hall and Jesse W. Willingham,
TUESDAY —At the Morosea Theatre, “The Walk- Offs," n
metropolitan life by Frederie und Funny Hatton, pr
Moroseo. The central fipures

Giardner,

Marry
Harry
Post,
in the
Lowis
e, Charles W, Meyer, Charles

new
ntod

comedy of

Qif

h-\

)

are a young Kentuekian with old-fush-
intigd ideas as to women snd a New York girl with & thoroughly worldly

roint of view, She isa member of a family which has le Dt its place by

very trick known to fashionable paupers, She overhears him tell what
h.\ thinks of hor and her friends and arranges to be introduced to him
a3 a stenographer. When she hag eaptured him she reveals her identity,
but the Kentuckian is not to ha defeated, and the atory werks out to an
amusing conelngion. In the cast are Carrall MeComas, Fania Marinoff,
¥Frances Underwood, Roberta Arnold, Edmund Lowe, Fred I, Tiden,
Charles A, Stevenzon, William Roselle and Percival \Iuow

THURSDAY—At the Maxine Elliott Theatre, “Tea for Three,"

Roi Ceoper Megrue, presented by Selwyn & Co.
arigle

a comedy by
It presents u new
o1 the Irmn-;‘e, with Arthur Byron, Margarct Luwrence snd Fred

Perry each playing a corner.  The curtain will rige at 8:15 sharp, and
during the playing of the first scene of the first act, which oecupies
twelve minutes, no one will be seated.
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At One Wpe!z Houses

STANDARII—Murgaret

Anglin will
ary love com-

“Pilleted.”
SHUBERT-RIVIERA—Arthur Geod-
rich’s plas "y i
In
Marj
Fdwaurd Mm
LOEW'S SEVENTH AVENUE—"Get-
ting Together," the musical war play
by Tan Hay {(Major Beith), J. Hartley
Manners and Percival Knight, starts|
here on Monday. The cust is headed
Holbraok Blinn and Hlnncnp Bates. |
BILONX OPERA HOUSE-—Oh Boy,”

Buy,

is the gitrae-
Adrienne Morri-
Robert Kelly and

3o INO,

tion, CisL dre

Woud,

the musical ecomedy by Guw
Bolton, . G, Wodehouse and Jeroma
Worn, gomed here with the same cast as

lappenred @t Princess
MAJESTIC—Booth Tarkington's com-
Qs rniteen,” will be A week's
[ biIL st thiz Brooklyn thentre, |
MONTAUK—Mary Byan wiil bhe seen |
here in “The Little Teachen”

ROYAL—Lucille  Covonangh  makes
| her firat appearance in a new offering |
of dancoy a sangso MeKay and Ap-:

| dine will b
for Fun,"
|

| playlet,

e

Vaudevllle

PALACE—The features of
George White,
entation by Arthur Hopkins
“Moonshine,” with Edwin
Hayes and company. Others on the
fiill Williams Wolfus, Ruth
Roye and Bowman and Cor-
poral = the United States Tank
Carps,

ALITANMBRA-——'An  Amorican
takun Trom the Tour-pit patriotic
drama of thut name, is the chiet feat-
ure of the bill. supporting Lill

Fitzgerald, Esinginge
Jack Putton ond
Marks, Dugan and Raymond in
Auto Know  DBetter,”  and
Pickens and company "Their Wed- |

af the

are and

Soreeant

iy of

Ane,
melo-

I the

are. Lillian
medionne; Lorettu

“They

in

| ding Day."

comeily

arkhm™

n entitlad “Hark!
H Others in the bill are Kim-|

berly and Page, Donall Kerr und Eftia
Weston,
worth nnd compun:
RIVERSIDE — Jielia
Van and Schenck
line pesition. Francis Renault e fe-
mule impersonations, Beet Bakor and|
company in a skit entitled “Pruunca-
tion," Frederiek Courtney and l:omp.my.

Mayvhew
share the Hhend-

and

lﬂI,lr\lALr—Junv' Adair, !mglnm
comadienne, and Blpssom Secley, in
syneoputed. songs, are tl two chief |
fentu Juck Novworth will present

the comedy

of 1817,"

from “Odds and Ends
“HSomewhere with Per-

eunlled

shing."” Others on the bill are the
Kirksmith Sisters, Robbie Gordone,
Sheehan and Rogay and Miss Merle

and company.

LOEW'S AMERICAN—The bonday,
Tuesday and Wednesday bill includes
Canficld and Cehan, Dorothy Toye,
Tom Mahoney; Chisholm and Breen.
“Stelen Orders" will be the photoplay,
The latter part of the week, “The New
Modely" Sally Bereh in songs, and Lin-

ton and Lawrence in a skit will be the |

features.
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| upportunity T erave.

Summermg {

n the CznemJ

This

been to see Geraldine Farrar with a

was the second time we had

view to interviewing her, and again we

| were g0 concerned with what she wore

| that we almost forgot to listen to what
_she was saying.

“T am in motion pictures becauss I
cannot sing my opcratic roles in the
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